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I am extremely pleased to share with you the FENS Activity 
Report for the 2019-2020 academic year. For brevity, I summarize 
the activities and give some of the highlights as the details can be 
found in the rest of this report. 

Concerning education, a total of 2373 students were enrolled 
in all FENS undergraduate programs, while the numbers of master 
and doctoral students are 323 and 238, respectively. Also, FENS 
programs graduated 542 undergraduates, 153 master, and 20 doc-
toral students in the academic year of 2019-2020 (pages 4-6). 

From education point of view, this academic year brought 
additional challenges especially in the spring term due to COVID-19 
pandemic. Our university quickly rose to those challenges by 
switching to online teaching within a week and started using ad-
vanced online teaching and learning platforms successfully, which 
was confirmed by student reactions as 70% of our students found 
the online education either ‘successful’ or “very successful’ (page 
35). Another important highlight is that our faculty members started 
contributing to COVID-19 research as well (page 36). 

It is a great pleasure to announce our new master program, 
Data Science Master’s degree program. Data science is an ex-
tremely popular field of study, in which we have great expertise 
and potential (page 27). Also, we increase our collaboration with 
leading universities around the world that see Sabancı University 
as a partner in research and education as exemplified by our new 
double PhD degree Program in Microelectronics with National Chiao 
Tung University (NCTU) of Taiwan (page 26).

While two new faculty members joined our ranks (page 7) in 
this academic year, Alev Topuzoğlu and Ali Alpar were appointed as 
Emeritus faculty members (page 37). We welcome our new mem-
bers, and congratulate our emeritus faculty members and thank 
them for their contributions to our university.

Our research output was impressive in this academic year 
as well. Not only our faculty members but also post-graduate 
researchers and our students contributed to this by publishing at 
high impact journals and presenting their research outputs in other 
prestigious avenues. In the year of 2019, FENS produced a total of 
288 articles, 64.5% and 35,1% of which are published in journals 
in the category of Q1 and Top 10% Journal Quartile by CiteScore 
Percentile, respectively. The 2019 publications are cited 1499 
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times and 132 of them are with co-authors from Europe. The FENS 
research portfolio had reached 81 projects with a total budget of 
79.3 million TL as of June 2020. As you can read on pages 19-23, 
our faculty members participated in high-impact and prestigious 
research projects. 

“Growing with Research Centers” is a maxim, which expresses 
our strategy for increasing the impact of our research output by 
creating pathways from basic science to applications. Our fac-
ulty members maintain strong ties with our four centers, namely 
SUNUM, IMC, VERIM and EFSUN, all of which had their inceptions 
within our faculty.        

We are proud to announce that our faculty members won 
prestigious national and international awards and recognitions in-
cluding TUBA GEBIP Award, Science Academy BAGEP Award, METU 
Mustafa Parlar Award. Also, our three faculty members were in-
cluded in the list of most influential scientists of the world. Similarly, 
our undergraduate and graduate students as well as our alumni 
received national and international awards (pages 28-34). We 
enthusiastically congratulate them. Finally, we also congratulate the 
recipients of Dr. Gürsel Sönmez Research Award and Sakıp Sabancı 
Award for Highest Ranking Undergraduate Student (page 34)    

Lastly, our successful “Industry Focused Projects (Sanayi 
Odaklı Projeler, SOP)” program for senior projects entered its fifth 
year, with 41 companies which have participated in the program 
as project stakeholders since its inception in 2016. A total of 243 
senior students worked in 73 projects (pages 24-25). 

By working hard, staying focused on our strategic targets, 
“creating and developing together”, and investing in the human 
capital, Sabancı University has been setting an example for other 
universities around the world by being always in the frontiers in 
research as well as in education. I would like to invite all of you to 
join us in the celebration of our achievements, a part of which is 
documented in this report.

Erkay Savaş
Dean
Faculty of Engineering and Natural Sciences
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6 Projects
 10.8 M

10 Projects
 31.1 M

81 Projects
 79.3 M

46 Projects
 43,9 M

Source   as of June 2020

EU
Non-Governmental Organizations/University/Other
TUBITAK
Business Enterprises

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING AND 
NATURAL SCIENCES  

*The budgets of Sabancı University Research and Application Center (SUNUM),
Integrated Manufacturing Research and Application Center (SU IMC) and
Center of Excellence in Data Analytics (CEDA) are included.
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